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Abstract - Regional forest canopy cover mapping data and analysis provides a natural impetus for local governments and allied groups to look beyond jurisdictional boundaries to find solutions to common development and growth issues.

Urban, suburban, and rural forest canopy cover provides communities and citizens measurable environmental, economic, aesthetic, and public health and safety benefits. It is important to understand these benefits and use them in support of comprehensive plans, subdivision regulations, transportation corridor planning, infrastructure projects, and other land-use planning decisions and development efforts. And, it is equally important to have accurate information on the location, quantity, and quality of forest resources.  With such information, progress can be made in balancing desired economic development with protecting the valuable and remaining forest tracts in the region. 

An innovative project was recently completed by the Northern Kentucky Urban and Forestry Council that mapped and assessed the forest canopy in three contiguous counties along the Ohio River adjacent to the Cincinnati metropolitan area.  This project, performed in phases, has provided the first comprehensive, GIS-based, and scientifically documented forest canopy data in the region. This data was provided for use to all stakeholders in the region, but particularly for local, regional, and state planning agencies and governments.  
The information has already been used for a variety of cross-jurisdictional studies, transportation planning, greenway planning, park analysis, and ecological preservation and restoration projects. Figure 1 is an example of a countywide forest quality assessment map completed for Kenton County, Kentucky.  Figure 2 is the use of similar data in Campbell County used for planning a new state route transportation corridor.
Figure 1.  Forest Quality Assessment Map of Campbell County, Kentucky
Figure 2. Forest Impact Study of Kentucky State Route 536 Improvement Plan

It is anticipated by the Council and their project partners that this critical forest information, presented in a landscape scale, will be utilized more and more to create the basis and framework for decision-making in local and regional development projects, and to identify critical areas in the region where the forest cover should be protected and enhanced to maximize the benefits of forest resources for humans.

All maps and full reports of this project are available on the Northern Kentucky Urban and Community Forestry Council’s website:  www.nkyurbanforestry.org
