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INTRODUCTION:

Facilitating Multidisciplinary Public/Private Partnerships, Innovative Solutions and Market Based Approaches 
When building and maintaining safe and efficient surface transportation systems, impacts on the natural and built environments are inevitable. Recently, the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA) designated environmental stewardship and streamlining as one of its three “vital few” goals along with safety and congestion mitigation. Consistent with these goals, the concept of ‘green infrastructure’ has become a national focus aimed at integrating the built and natural environments through a proactive approach to planning, protection, restoration and long term management with the objective of creating predictability for both the transportation and conservation communities.
"Today, Public/Private partnerships can serve as umbrellas through which to coordinate transportation processes with green infrastructure and other environmental regulatory and non-regulatory actions in an integrated fashion, including opportunities for regulatory incentives and innovative and flexible stormwater and water quality management."

Green Highways Partnership- (DRAFT by RJ)
Dominique Lueckenhoff, 
Associate Director, Water Protection Division, EPA Region III
Chair, GHP Ad Hoc Committee
The concept of “Green Highways” provides State Departments of Transportation (DOTs) the opportunity to highlight the many good environmental practices already underway and encourages participation by industry, academia, NGO’s, individuals and other interested parties in the development of innovative products and practices that facilitate the timely delivery of quality transportation projects and programs. 
The Green Highways Partnership, a cooperative inter-agency initiative led by the US Environmental Protection Agency and the Federal Highways Administration was formed in 2003 specifically for addressing the needs of transportation through expanded public/private partnerships, the promotion of environmental stewardship, and the incorporation of market based approaches, regulatory flexibility and innovative environmental streamlining.

In this presentation, Ms Lueckenhoff addresses, how the growing practice of integrating environmental sensitivity  and stewardship into the day-to-day activities of Federal, State and local highway agencies and municipalities is providing greater opportunities, as well as, a higher reliance on public private partnerships in facilitating and accelerating the overall process of sustainable development. 
Low Impact Development (LID) + Best Management Practices (BMP), An Environmental Management Systems (EMS) Approach- (DRAFT by RJ)
Robb Jolly, AIA, CSI,

Principal, ReVision Strategy + Design

Chair, GHP Outreach, Development and Communications

Across the country conventional development and traditional practice has resulted in increased surface water run-off rates, volumes and increased flooding potentials. Additionally, conventional development combined with traditional storm drain system designs which did not provide for storm water quality treatment has resulted in the direct transportation of pollutants into local streams, rivers, lakes, lagoons, bays and oceans via stormwater systems. 
As stormwater runoff flows over various structures and pavement, the water picks up and carries sediment and pollutants such as pesticides, fertilizers, oils, metals, bacteria, and fecal materials down to streams, lagoons, bays and oceans.  For these reasons, improved on-and-off-site stormwater management practices and solutions have become a critical component of preventing pollution from entering storm drains including, system-wide improvements to water quality and water conservation. 
Mr. Jolly explores the opportunities and challenges that arise in the planning, systems integration and implementation of low impact development (LID) with stormwater best management practices (BMP’s) and how these programs combine to create the basis for a more effective and integrated Environmental Management Systems (EMS) approach.
Drawing a Link between Congestion Mitigation, the Environment, and Pavement Type (DRAFT by RJ)
Leif Wathne, P.E., Director of Highways

American Concrete Pavement Association 

Reducing congestion is a key objective of the Department of Transportation, and one that has gained increasing attention in the past several years. The cost of congestion, which negatively affects the U.S. economy, quality of life, and air quality, has risen dramatically in the last 25 years despite record levels of transportation investment.

Reducing pollution and other adverse environmental effects of transportation projects and transportation system inefficiency have been long-standing objectives of the Department of Transportation. The strategic plans for the Department of Transportation and for the Federal Highway Administration both include performance measures specifically focused on reducing air pollution from transportation facilities and for establishing priority consideration for cost-effective emissions reduction and congestion mitigation activities.

The relationship between long term durability and pavement performance is at the heart of sustainable roads and highways and a key to long term performance is pavement type and selection.  The argument being that the longer a road or highway remains open-to-traffic the greater the reduction in local congestion related to reduced idling, the negative emissions impacts of “stop and go” driving, and the number of vehicles on the road, they have a corollary benefit of improving air quality.
Mr. Wathne’s presentation will address innovative solutions to urban heat island mitigation, air quality improvement and the broader spectrum of environmental benefits related to pavement type and selection. 
