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Sustainability Based Tree Ordinances

An idea for “Sustainable Tree Laws” that protect, preserve and rebuild nature in the City.

American tree ordinances, post construction landscape codes and land development regulations are beginning to amalgamate, as they should. An emerging structure for a sustainability based tree ordinances is suggested in aggregate by looking at existing codes and ordinances from across the nation. Trees are being recognized, not as individual shade trees as they once were, but as indicators and guardians of healthy urban ecosystems. 

Forest trees, particularly urban forest trees and their relationship to storm water, air, soil enrichment, climate modification, and compact urban living are all sustainable issues being considered by private, corporate, municipal, state and Federal agencies that are gearing up to take urban environment more seriously than anytime in the past. Trees are being recognized as one basis of urban sustainability.

Originator Mayor Blumberg challenged New Yorkers to envision their future. What citizens came up with was a sustainability plan called “Planyc” to reduce carbon emissions by 30% and strengthen New York’s urban environment. Citizens want to make New York the greenest city in America. Trees and sustainability are key parts of this plan and community ordinances are being updated to make this happen. Sustainability may change many community tree ordinances in the years to come. 

Buck Abbey noted authority on municipal tree regulations, will discuss urban sustainability based upon trees and storm water management and their relationship to municipal ordinances. Ordinances that he casually refers to as ‘super tree laws.’

________________________ _________________________________ ______________

The program will be presented as:                          (In whatever fashion is best for AFO)

a. illustrated lecture- large group 

(1 hour)

b. discussion session-illustrated presentation, hand outs, Q&A- small group 

(11/2-2  hr)

c. workshop by special request with split fee arrangement (small group up to 20)

      (3 - 4hr) I might use one or two assistants to help me. 

Biography

Prof. D.G. Buck Abbey, ASLA is Associate Professor of Landscape Architecture at the Robert Reich School of Landscape Architecture at Louisiana State University and Principal Consultant to the Louisiana, landscape architecture - planning firm, Abbey Associates, Inc. He has taught design, construction, graphics and professional practice courses at LSU since 1974. He teaches the only course in the country on the subject of ‘green laws.’ Abbey received his terminal degree from Harvard University.  He is a recognized authority on municipal landscape codes and tree ordinances. Abbey is author of the book U.S. Landscape Ordinances published by John Wiley & Sons in 1998.  He is associate editor of Landscape Architect & Specifier News magazine and writes a monthly column on tree and landscape ordinances. He provides consulting services in regard to landscape code and tree ordinance litigation nationwide. Currently he is assisting the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality draft a storm water based sustainable landscape code for use in Louisiana towns and parishes.

Abbey maintains a research web site at LSU on the subject of landscape, tree and land alteration ordinances. The site provides assistance to anyone seeking help with crafting landscape ordinances, tree preservation laws and land development codes.  The site can be visited at www.greenlaws.lsu.edu/
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