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	Wednesday, May 28
	
	

	8:00a – 2:00p
	American Forests Board of Directors Meeting
	Boca II

	8:30a – 5:00p
	Community Tree Leadership Forum (Registration Required) Presented by the Alliance for Community Trees
	Boca VIII

	6:00p – 9:00
	Registration Opens
	Caribbean Registration

	Thursday, May 29
	
	

	7:30a – 5:30
	Registration Open
	Caribbean Registration

	7:30a – 8:15
	Continental Breakfast
	Caribbean Ballroom Foyer

	8:30a – 10:00
	Opening General Session

Welcome: Deborah Gangloff, Executive Director, American Forests

Overview: Cheryl Kollin, Vice President, Urban Ecosystem Center, American Forests

Nature and the Human Network in the Piedmont Crescent: Tereza Flaxman, 3D Animator, FlaxAnimation.com
This five minute short film illustrates how geography and historic events shaped the evolution of the human network in the Piedmont Crescent region of the Southeastern US. It shows how transportation and economic networks developed without understanding the impacts they would have on the once rich natural system. The speed and extent of the development is shocking. The film also demonstrates how natural systems might be reconnected so as to restore and sustain key ecosystem services.

Nature and the Network - A New Conceptual Framework

Understanding the Natural and Human Systems and How They Interact

The Piedmont Crescent Example

The Human Network: Michael Gallis, Principal, MGA

The Natural World: Gary Moll, Senior VP, Urban Ecosystem Center, American Forests

The Interaction: Michael Flaxman, Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT

While most people acknowledge that the environment is in trouble, they assume that the major issue is climate change. Climate change is a problem, but not the only problem. The larger problem is one of vision and understanding. We need to create a landscape-scale understanding of nature, the human network, and how the two interact.

The Natural System has been evolving for eons; it consists of millions of species, processes and interactions that are constantly changing. The Human Network has been developing for 2,200 years, since the first truly global trade began with the Silk Road from Asia to the West. Both systems have millions of parts that are constantly in motion. Our current environmental problems arise out of conflicts between these two systems. Analyzing the Natural System and the Human Network and their interaction is complex but very achievable.

This session will show how the Natural System, the Human Network and their interaction using the Piedmont Crescent in the Southeastern United States as an example, can be identified, analyzed, and synthesized into a decision making framework. With the information presented in this session we will begin to create a new methodology for effective action.


	Caribbean Ballroom VI

	10:00a – 10:30
	Break
	

	10:30a – 12:00
	Keynote Session

Investments in Transportation are Investments in the Environment
Emil Frankel, Independent Consultant, Director of Transportation Policy, Bipartisan Policy 
Center and former Assistant Secretary for Transportation of US DOT
Human beings are themselves, actors within and upon the natural environment. By constructing and operating transportation networks, they are affecting, influencing and altering the environment. Emil Frankel will discuss the interaction and linkages between transportation, economic growth, and environmental quality.

Connecting Nature and the Network for Regional Development
Win Hallett, President, Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce and Chairman of the US Chamber of Commerce Committee of 100
The Mobile Bay Region is part of one of the nation’s finest estuary systems. This intricate natural system is soon to be home to one of the world’s largest steel mills, as well as a world-class airplane manufacturing plant. Mobile faces a welcomed tidal wave of economic development, but must establish a regional framework that fits this development successfully into its natural system. This session highlights how the Mobile area’s Chamber of Commerce is spearheading an effort to develop a regional framework that addresses both human needs and natural systems.


	Caribbean Ballroom VI



	12:00p – 12:15
	Break


	

	12:15p – 1:30
	Lunch with Presentation

Landscape Conservation and the Network: Guiding Principles

Jeff Danter, State Director, The Nature Conservancy, Florida Chapter

As communities engage in landscape planning that includes conservation as a goal, they must attend to fundamental principles of conservation biology to achieve meaningful conservation. The Nature Conservancy has combined rigorous scientific theory with practical experience in Florida to develop concise guidance on how to integrate conservation into a community vision. These principles are demonstrated by specific Florida cases showing their applicability and challenges.
	Caribbean Ballroom VII

	1:30p – 2:00
	Break
	

	2:00p – 3:00
	General Session
The MyRegion Experience
Shelley Lauten, Executive Director, myregion.org

Phil Laurien, Executive Director, East Central Florida Regional Planning Council
myregion.org brings together business, civic and government leaders from across the region to examine the global demographics and trends that are shaping our region. This partnership, involving seven counties and 85 municipalities, has agreed to address the question, “How shall we grow over the next 50 years?” From this objective research, consensus can be reached on the issues and challenges that most significantly affect our future, with recommendations developed for regional solutions necessary for making our region stronger and more competitive. Six Regional Priorities have been identified as critical to our Global Competitiveness: Economic Leadership, Education, Environment, Fragmentation, Smart Growth and Quality of Life (Culture, Demographics, Health, Safety).
	Caribbean Ballroom VI



	3:00p – 3:30
	Break
	

	3:30p – 5:00
	Concurrent Session 1
Developing a Digital Model for Analyzing Community Development
Michael Flaxman, Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT

Michael Gallis, Principal, MGA

Gary Moll, Senior VP, Urban Ecosystem Center, American Forests
How do you turn a framework of the Natural System and the Human Network into an analytical systems model so these two systems can coexist effectively? Systems modeling allows us to visualize and analyze complex interactions among many elements. A conceptual description has been developed to analyze how these two systems interact. The conceptual model will be discussed using North Carolina’s Catawba River basin as an example.
	Boca 1

	3:30p – 5:00
	Concurrent Session 2

A Model for Easier Access to Mapping Data for Urban Forestry & Planning

Ian Hanou, Business Development Manager, NCDC Imaging & Mapping

Bill Peel, Partner, RFP Mapping
High-resolution green and gray infrastructure mapping data has many uses for urban forestry and green planning. Until now, it has never been available on-the-shelf. A recent program in Chicago, IL will change how the industry obtains high value GIS data.
	Boca 2

	3:30p – 5:00
	Concurrent Session 3

Planning the Urban Forest: Ecology, Economy and Community Development
James Schwab, Senior Research Associate, Research, American Planning Association

Cheryl Kollin, VP, Urban Ecosystem Center, American Forests

Phillip Rodbell, Program Manager, Northeastern Area, US Forest Service
Urban planning is vital to the future long-term health of urban forests. This presentation summarizes a variety of US case studies of general, planning, and design principles for best practices in planning the urban forest. This two-year effort and forthcoming American Planning Association publication is presented on behalf of the American Planning Association, American Forests, the International Society of Arboriculture, and the US Forest Service.
	Boca 5

	3:30p – 5:00
	Concurrent Session 4

USFS Redesign
James Hubbard, Deputy Chief, State & Private Forestry, USDA, US Forest Service
The US Forest Service has begun an effort to redesign their State and Private Forestry Program under Jim Hubbard’s leadership. Jim will overview the redesign philosophy.
	Boca 6

	5:00p – 7:00
	Evening Reception
	Poolside

	Friday, May 30
	
	

	7:30a – 1:00p
	Registration Open
	Caribbean Registration



	7:30a – 8:15
	Continental Breakfast
	Caribbean Ballroom Foyer

	8:30a – 10:00
	Concurrent Session 1
Organizing Landscape Scale Projects Part 1

Moderators: Ed Macie, Regional Urban Forester, US Forest Service

Phillip Rodbell, Program Manager, Northeastern Area, US Forest Service

Using Forest Canopy Cover Mapping to Plan the Community Network
Jenny Gulick, Senior Urban Forester, Natural Resource Consulting, Davey Resource Group
An innovative project was recently completed by the Northern Kentucky Urban and Forestry Council that mapped and assessed the forest canopy in three contiguous counties along the Ohio River adjacent to the Cincinnati metropolitan area. This project provides the first comprehensive, GIS-based, and scientifically documented forest canopy data in the region. Jenny Gulick will discuss how the information is currently used for cross jurisdictional studies, transportation planning, greenway and park analysis, and ecological preservation and restoration projects. She will show how this landscape scale information creates a framework for decision-making in local and regional development projects and identifies critical areas for forest protection and enhancement to maximize the benefits of forest resources for people.

A Model for Large Scale Watershed Restoration and Stewardship
Heather Montgomery, Conservation Program Associate, Potomac Conservancy
The Potomac Watershed Partnership (PWP) is a collaborative effort among federal, state, and local partners to restore the health of the land and waters of the Potomac River Basin, thereby enhancing the quality of life and overall health of the Chesapeake Bay. Heather Montgomery will discuss the success of this partnership and share PWP’s signature project, Growing Native a project where partners, students, and community volunteers enhance riparian buffers and increase schools’ tree canopy.
Acquisition and Use of Landcover Data to Enhance Urban Ecosystems in North Carolina
Rick Roti, Chair, Charlotte - North Carolina Tree Board
The Carolina Piedmont Green Initiative is a multiyear project in the Charlotte Region of North Carolina focused on preserving and enhancing environmental assets in the face of rapid urban growth. Rick Roti will discuss how natural asset data acquired from satellite imagery and aerial photography is being integrated with local land use data to enhance and protect the region’s natural assets. He will show how this type of data is being used to preserve Mountain Island Lake which is the source of drinking water for over one million people in the region.
	Boca 1

	8:30a – 10:00
	Concurrent Session 2

Human Network: Green Infrastructure - Opportunities and Challenges

Green Highways Partnership
Ann Campbell, Environmental Protection Specialist, US EPA, Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds, Green Highways Partnership
The concept of “Green Highways” provides State Departments of Transportation (DOTs) the opportunity to highlight the many good environmental practices already underway. Ann Campbell addresses how the growing practice of integrating environmental sensitivity and stewardship into the day-to-day activities of federal, state, and local highway agencies and municipalities provides greater opportunities, as well as, a higher reliance on public private partnerships in facilitating sustainable development.

Low Impact Development (LID) + Best Management Practices (BMP), An Environmental Management Systems (EMS) Approach

Robb Jolly, AIA, CSI, Principal, ReVision Strategy + Design; Chair, GHP Outreach, Development and Communications
Across the country communities are faced with the results of overloaded and outdated stormwater management systems: increased stormwater runoff, water pollutants, and flooding. Robb Jolly explores the opportunities and challenges that arise in the planning, systems integration, and implementation of low impact development (LID) with stormwater best management practices (BMP’s). He discusses how these programs combine to create the basis for a more effective and integrated Environmental Management Systems (EMS) approach.
	Boca 2

	8:30a – 10:00
	Concurrent Session 3

Measuring and Monitoring Green Infrastructure, City of Bellevue
Andrew Brenner, General Manager, Solutions, Sanborn

Kevin LeClair, Senior Environmental Planner, Planning & Community Development, City of Bellevue, WA
It is possible to cost-effectively quantify your community’s existing green infrastructure

and monitor how it is changing over time. This session will show how using imagery that communities already have and are available in the public domain can be turned into the data needed to estimate the dollar value of these green assets for reduced stormwater costs, reduced air and water pollution costs and carbon storage and sequestration. Andrew Brenner and Kevin LeClair will also show how this information can be seamlessly integrated into American Forest’s CITYgreen software. The session will feature communities that have used this approach.
	Boca 5

	8:30a – 10:00
	Concurrent Session 4

Florida’s Waterways Part 1 Defining the Landscape Context for the Northern Everglades Region

Moderator: Keith Fisher, The Nature Conservancy, Florida Chapter

Historic vs. Current Conditions in the Northern Everglades; Where We Are and Where We Need To Be

Paul Gray, PhD, Okeechobee Science Coordinator, Audubon of Florida

Lake Okeechobee, the largest lake in the southeast, has recently experienced widely fluctuating water levels and intense phosphorus loading, leading to in-lake ecological instability, damaging releases to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee Estuaries, safety concerns of the Herbert Hoover Dike, and severe water rationing. Reversing these trends requires restoring water storage capacity in the watershed. Large structural remedies such as reservoirs or wells are possible, but are remarkably expensive and can harm the watershed in new ways. This session will discuss the challenges and opportunities to capture this water, recognizing that most of the watershed is privately owned and that the state must find ways to work with landowners to maximize water storage on their lands.

An Overview of the Northern Everglades Restoration Plan

Tom Teets, Program Implementation Manager, Everglades Restoration, South Florida Water Management District

This presentation will provide an overview of the Lake Okeechobee Phase II Technical Plan that will identify water quality projects to meet Lake Okeechobee’s Total Maximum Daily Load for water quality. In addition, the plan identifies the amount of water storage needed to better manage Lake Okeechobee levels within ecological desirable stages and reduce the harmful fresh water discharges to the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie Estuaries.
Concepts for Designing an Integrated Conservation, Growth, and Transportation Footprint in the northern Everglades Watershed

Walt Thomson, Central Region Conservation Director, The Nature Conservancy

What tools and actions are needed to ensure that the conservation landscape of the Upper Kissimmee watershed is protected and conserved for the future of the region? This presentation describes some of the essential planning, land-protection and conservation-design concepts necessary to ensure the integration of transportation, growth, and water use into an overall regional conservation footprint.

Greater Ridge Conservation Planning Tool - A tool for evaluating landscape context for growth planning decisions

Tricia Martin, Lake Wales Ridge Program Director, The Nature Conservancy

The Greater Ridge Conservation Planning Tool is an innovative approach to landscape-scale conservation planning. The tool uses geographic information systems (GIS) to identify conservation areas and surrounding buffers to protect biodiversity, wildlife corridors, and higher density development without compromising ecological viability. Tricia Martin will discuss this tool and how it can be used by local, regional, and statewide planners to be proactively reduce the impacts of land use changes on valuable biodiversity and conservation lands.
	Boca 6

	10:00a – 10:30
	Break
	

	10:30a – 12:00p
	Concurrent Session 1

Organizing Landscape Scale Projects Part 2

Moderators: Ed Macie, Regional Urban Forester, US Forest Service

Phillip Rodbell, Program Manager, Northeastern Area, US Forest Service

Decision Support Tools for Counties, Communities and Planners

James Fox, National Environmental Modeling and Analysis Center, University of North Carolina Asheville

When communities face competing land use issues trying to balance environment, economy, and social well-being, local decision makers ask questions like: What is the sustainable level of development for our area? Are there limitations on safe drinking water? How are we going to plan for projected growth over the next 20 years? Considering these factors, what role do forests and the natural system play in our decision making process? This session explores using a Decision Theater for group decision making including using relevant, accurate and current data, visualizations, narrative and storytelling, and ways to increase shared knowledge.
Landscape Conservation in the Northeast Mega-Region

Robert Pirani, Director - Environmental Programs, Regional Plan Association NY

Landscape conservation in the Northeast Mega-region, stretching from the northern suburbs of Boston to the southern suburbs of Washington, DC, can help sustain drinking water and other natural resources as the region adds 19 million people by 2050. Regional approaches developed for the Long Island Pine Barrens, New Jersey Highlands, and Long Island Sound can make a vital contribution to meeting the $277 billion that EPA estimates is needed to repair and improve our water infrastructure. Rob Pirani will describe regional approaches to land and water conservation and recent advances in green design and engineering. He will also discuss navigating the complicated political and interagency partnerships required to meet regulations and ultimately to foster sustainable approaches to managing these landscapes and estuaries.

The Green Seattle Partnership - Combining Human and Ecologically Systems For a City Wide Forest Restoration Program

Mark Mead, Senior Urban Forester, Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation

This session will introduce the Green Seattle Partnership (GSP), and its close ties with regional and national networks. This citywide volunteer-based program repairs the health of forested parklands. The GSP is also part of a larger citywide Urban Forest Management Plan that will help to build a more sustainable and livable city through the Seattle Climate Action NOW campaign which is tied into the US Mayor’s Global Climate Initiative. The GSP is also integral to regional Cascade Land Conservancy’s plan to protect the working agricultural and forest lands of the Puget Sound.
	Boca 1

	10:30a – 12:00p
	Concurrent Session 2

Federal Update: Opportunities and Challenges for Urban National R R Resources in the Federal Agenda

Alice Ewen Walker, Executive Director, Alliance for Community Trees

Gerry Gray, Vice President for Policy, American Forests

The urban and community forestry program has been an important source of support and innovation for urban natural resources management. Learn about the Sustainable Urban Forest Coalition’s advocacy action this year, and contribute to a roundtable discussion about how urban natural resources can be promoted in the national agenda.

	Boca 2

	10:30a – 12:00 p
	Concurrent Session 3
Sustainable Tree Ordinances

Buck Abbey, Associate Professor, Louisiana State University

Recent municipal discussions about urban sustainability drive the design of modern buildings, cities and landscapes. The tree ordinance and the landscape code are two principal tools that convey how urban forest canopy is a critical component to achieving urban sustainability. People in the tree industry have known that for years. Buck Abbey will discuss how to revise urban tree regulations so that they transform the concept of sustainability into practice.

Canopy and Impervious Surface Changes in Metropolitan Areas across the SE US: A Prototype for a National Database System

Liz Kramer, Natural Resource Spatial Analysis Laboratory (NARSAL), University of Georgia

This session will reveal findings of data derived for tree canopy and impervious surface in 1991 and 2001 in 11 Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA’s) in the Southeastern US. Liz Kramer will discuss how these landcover changes impact a number of environmental metrics, such as water quality, air quality, and carbon sequestration and offers a prototype for a national database system.
	Boca 5

	10:30a – 12:00p
	Concurrent Session 4

Florida’s Waterways Part 2 - Defining the Process:  How to Move From Planning to Implementation

Moderator: Keith Fisher, Program Director, The Disney Wilderness Preserve, The Nature Conservancy

The Disney Wilderness Preserve Story and Targeted Mitigation

Keith Fisher, Program Director, The Disney Wilderness Preserve, The Nature Conservancy

This presentation provides an overview of the Disney Wilderness Preserve and discusses large-scale ecosystem restoration in the northern Everglades watershed. Keith Fisher discusses how targeted mitigation can be expanded in the Preserve as part of the northern Everglades restoration plan.
The Wekiva Basin: Lessons Learned and Application to the Northern Everglades

Keith Schue, Ocala-Wekiva Conservation Project Coordinator, Conservation and Stewardship, The Nature Conservancy, Florida Chapter

The Wekiva Parkway is an environmentally-engineered beltway around Orlando, elevated over an ecological corridor. Recognizing the fragile nature of the Wekiva basin and its spring-fed river system, learn how local and state policies and regulations have adopted more protective measures for this natural habitat, ground water, and open space. Although the long-term success of related implementation efforts remain to be seen, the Wekiva Parkway and Protection Act adopted by the State of Florida holistically addresses the complex inter-related issues of transportation, growth management, land preservation and water resource protection.

Panel Discussion - How Do We Get to Where We Need to Be in the Northern Everglades Region?

Jay Exum, PhD, Director of Environmental Services, Glatting Jackson Kercher Anglin Lopez Rinehart

Charles Lee, Director of Advocacy, Audubon of Florida

Melissa Meeker, Governing Board Member, South Florida Water Management District

Colonel Paul Grosskruger, Commanding Officer, Jacksonville District, US Army Corps of Engineers (invited)

Jeff Danter, State Director, The Nature Conservancy, Florida Chapter

Tom Pelham, Secretary, Florida Department of Community Affairs (invited)
	Boca 6

	12:00p – 12:15
	Break
	

	12:15p – 3:00
	Closing General Session with Lunch
Return to the Forest Where We Live - Video Preview

Presented by: Louisiana Public Broadcasting

Join us for a “Return to the Forest Where We Live.” See how advances in technology—and changes in priorities—are prompting communities throughout America to reconsider how vital trees really are to the socio-economic wellbeing of our cities. Drawing upon examples from New Orleans, Washington DC, Baltimore, Los Angeles, and Charlotte, this program challenges viewers to re-evaluate the critical importance of investing in healthy urban ecosystems.
The Southern Piedmont Crescent: Evolution of an Urban Region

David Goldfield, Historian, UNC Charlotte

The Southern Piedmont Crescent, extending from southern Virginia to the foothills of the Appalachians near Birmingham, Alabama, emerged as the economic engine of the South during the years following the Civil War, as well as the focal point for social change. Historian David Goldfield will tell the story of how the acceleration of development since WWII created an interdependent urban region and its modern day connections to national and global networks.

A National Systems Framework for the Environment

Michael Gallis, Principal, MGA

The Human Network has grown so large that it has begun to fundamentally change the Natural System. In the opening general session we described these two networks and the five negative impacts resulting from the Human Network interacting with the Natural System. We end the conference with a thoughtful presentation about the public policies and agency structure that is needed to address the pressing issues of today that effectively weave together the Human Network and the Natural System.
	Caribbean Ballroom 7

	3:00p – 3:30
	Break
	

	3:30p – 5:00
	American Forests’ Program Presentation 1

CITYgreen and GIS for Dummies Workshop
Mike Lehman, Director of CITYgreen, American Forests

Learn how to use CITYgreen software and receive an introduction to ArcGIS. We will discuss how it is used in communities for planning purposes; how it can be used to enhance education in k-12 schools; and how to obtain and process image data. No prior GIS experience is necessary.
	Boca 1

	3:30p – 5:00
	American Forests’ Program Presentation 2
An Introduction to the Famous and Historic Tree Program
Margo Dawley, Program Director, Global ReLeaf Program
American Forests recently received a grant from the National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council to expand and update the Famous and Historic Tree Program. American Forests’ program director, Margo Dawley, will present the current National Famous and Historic Tree Program. Representatives of state programs will present information on their programs and how they were started. Join in discussion about recommendations for the National Famous and Historic Tree Program and its criteria.
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