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Today, everyone expresses interest in developing programs that improve the environment. Every sector of society—business, industry, government, non-profits, research institutions— wants to be GREEN. As a result, lots of organizations have lots of good plans to take action to address our many environmental woes. The problem is this: These myriad efforts will not likely achieve the fundamental change that the current crisis demands. 

Why? Business, industry and government do not have a framework for coordinating their efforts. Our society does not have a method for bringing together many little plans into a big effort that embraces both nature and economic development in a strategic way. 

Coordinated, landscape-scale programs are possible. The National Conference on Urban Ecosystems will show how.

The opening presentation of this conference will outline a method for building a framework that makes effective regional action a reality. Using data from a recent research project on the Piedmont Crescent region of the southeastern United States, this case study will show that the first step is creating a context for decision-makers. We need to be asking these questions: What basic metrics can create a broad picture of a region’s Natural System? At the landscape scale, how does nature operate? How has the Human Network—the means for moving people, goods, resources and information—been constructed over the region’s Natural System? How can we make the Human Network efficient?  How do these two systems, the Natural System and the Human Network, interact?  How does the Natural System support, or hinder, human efforts? How do humans impact nature? Where and how do these two systems, Natural and Human, intersect? 

Answering these questions produces data that can be used to help leaders construct a regional vision. This shared outlook then makes it possible to organize programs and strategies that both support the environment and recognize the demands of human economies and networks. With this framework, we can do more than create programs that are green. We can create programs that actually work.  

