2008 Conference Welcome

Story #1:
A land-use planner, an urban forester, and a systems modeler walk into a bar. The bartender asks, “So gents, what will it be?”

Story #2:

The headlines are clear. You can’t turn on a TV, open a newspaper, or buy a product today without hearing the word, “Greening” List some headlines…. Greening has hit mainstream America. The Today Show features a segment on how to green your house, your office, your car, even your kids. Greening is no longer confined to the environmental websites or business pages talking about how well hybrid cars are selling. Thanks to Al Gore, Global warming is on everyone’s mind and America is finally listening. People are replacing their incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescents, hybrids and biofuels are a new status symbol. When asked at the grocery, paper or plastic, shoppers proudly hold up their cloth bags to take their groceries home in.

We’ve finally reached that critical mass, the tipping point where Americans are now listening to our environmental crisis of the 21st Century. But what story do we tell? Do we tell the story of global destruction of our planet? That we are beyond hope and that we should add our civilization to the list of societies that have self-destructed as described by author Jared Diamond in his book, Collapse?
Or should we tell Americans that we must stop growing, stop consuming, stop developing, all of which have been the mainstays of our economy and our way of life?

Or should we tell Americans to ignore the evidence and keep pretending that global warming is not really a problem? 

You know our story used to be one of yes…but.  Yes the environment is important, but we need to build this new road through this forest.

Yes, we care about wildlife, but people must have houses, so we will build in their habitat. Yes we are concerned about air pollution, but we need more roads to ease congestion on our grid-locked highways.

These used to be our stories, but we’ve learned that protecting the last great places on earth in isolation, doesn’t work. (use examples from AF magazine articles).  We’ve also learned that it can’t be a black and white choice between protecting the environment or supporting the economy.  Our story must now be yes….and.

Yes we will provide more housing and protect the environment. Yes, we will better link transportation corridors and wildlife corridors. The dialog is changing, just look at who’s in the room today (show of hands)—planners, business people, government agencies, environmental activists.
Now Americans are listening; what story do we tell and what actions do we take?  Over the next two days you will have the opportunity to hear from people who work on the front lines of nature and the human network. 

Key Note General Session 
· Understanding the Natural and Human Systems and how they interact- Gallis, Moll, Flaxman

· Connecting Nature and the Network for Regional Development-Win Hallett, Mobile Area Chamber of Commerce. How economic growth will impact the Mobile Bay environment and the role the Chamber of Commerce in connecting nature and the network regionally.
· Investments in Transportation are investments in the environment-Emil Frankel

· The MyRegion Experience, Shelley Lauten
Concurrent Sessions focus on the networks from a unique perspective:

· Delve further into the natural and human networks and their interactions through systems modeling  (Ed Macie, Phil Rodbell, Dominique Lueckenhoff, Robb Jolly

· Using Satellite imagery and data generation for mapping and measuring green infrastructure 

· Green Infrastructure for Urban Planners and sustainability-based tree ordinances 

· New directions in the US Forest Service

· National advocacy for the Federal Forestry Budget (Alice Ewen Walker and Gerry Gray)

Key Note General Sessions
· The Evolution of an Urban Region, a historian’s perspective of the Southern Piedmont Crescent (David Goldfield)
· A Systems Framework for Every Region: Michael Gallis

Before we dive into our first presentation, I’d like to introduce Deborah Gangloff, executive director of American Forests. Just like the story of Dr. Seuss’s the Lorax, American Forests, the oldest citizen conservation organization in the country has been a strong advocate for trees and forests in our rural and urban areas. In 1875, conservation was a radical story to tell. Today, Deborah Gangloff, picks up the mantle of her predecessors with a new story.  Deborah…
Now back to our original story…A planner, an urban forester, and a systems modeler walk into a bar. The bartender says, well gents, what will it be?

America is listening, so gents what will it be?

It is my pleasure to introduce the planner, the urban forester, and the systems modeler to you as the brainchild of Nature and The Network and the theme of the 2008 Conference on Urban Ecosystems.
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